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OUTREACH NOTICE


Animal Packer 
WG-5001-05
McCall, ID

The Payette National Forest is seeking candidates to fill a WG-5001-05 Animal Packer position.  This is a permanent seasonal position with a minimum guarantee of 13 payperiods in pay status and up to 13 pay periods in non-pay status.  Interested applicants should contact Joshua T. Simpson, Payette National Forest Krassel Ranger District Recreation Wilderness Program Manager at 208-634-0616 or jtsimpson@fs.fed.us between November 16, 2016 and January 31, 2017.
This position works primarily in the Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness out of an isolated USFS Guard Station in Big Creek. Incumbent will be responsible for the loading and unloading, and transport of agency pack stock animals from winter pasture into the field by utilizing agency vehicles and trailers. Packages for transport by pack stock, supplies and equipment. Loads and hitches packaged gear onto pack animals in a manner that ensures safe transport without injury to stock. Safely travel with a pack string in the backcountry long distances in inclement weather through rough, steep mountainous terrain; typically moving camp every day while utilizing Leave No Trace techniques and minimum impact stock use; hold stock overnight in backcountry areas using high-lines pickets and hobbles; work alone with little supervision on the trail in the Wilderness for up to 10 days at a time.

Provides a full variety of needs for the handling and care of stock to include grooming, shoeing, feeding, watering and medical needs within the scope that can be handled without veterinary assistance.  Takes the lead in training of personnel engaged in use of stock, or in proximity of stock, to ensure ability and knowledge adequate to ensure safe use for both personnel and stock.  Maintains pack equipment, including harness and riding saddles. Splices ropes and makes leather repairs to keep equipment functional.  Assesses equipment needs and ability for any new assignments involving use of stock.  Will use animals in harness for a variety of tasks involving equipment such as trail graders, stone boats and fresnos.  Farrier work, tack/equipment repair and maintenance, minor vet work.  Identify sores, irritations, injuries or other items associated with the health and wellbeing of pack stock and make necessary adjustments and corrections to avoid or correct any problems which will include but not be limited to saddle, gear and load adjustment. Will assist in maintenance of corrals, pasture irrigation and other facilities. Will assist in planning of trail maintenance and improvement priorities. Will also assist in crew training, defining equipment and personnel needs for projects. Involved in maintaining tools, equipment and gear in inventory.


Must be able to conduct work in support of trails maintenance, wilderness management and weed inventory, monitoring and treatment with or without the use of stock as needed.  On these occasions incumbent will need to backpack to project locations with trail crew employees.  Will assist in the training of assigned personnel in trail maintenance activities including tool maintenance and upkeep. Assists in the clearing, grading and installation of drainage of trails to standard.  Reports on trail conditions and maintenance accomplishments. Replaces trail signs and reports signing needs in accordance with sign plan.  May be engaged in bridge repair and replacement and report on repair needs.  May be assigned tasks involving the installation or repair of other trail facilities, such as puncheon, corduroy or drainage structure.  May assist in layout of trail relocations and designing of trail improvement.  Will assist in outfitter and guide special use permit administration through the field inspection of designated camps. Will conduct visitor contacts.

Skill and Knowledge
Must be skilled in handling, care and safe use of pack and saddle stock under difficult conditions involving remote and mountainous travel. Must be knowledgeable of trail maintenance considerations and the use and care of tools used for trail maintenance tasks. Must have the ability to lead and train workers to complete assigned tasks.  Must be willing to obtain and maintain the following training certifications: Forest Protection Officer (FPO), blasting certification, weed spraying certification, ATV, chainsaw and cross-cut certifications.

Responsibility
Must be able to work independently and make decisions to ensure safe completion of tasks within the oral and written instructions that have been provided and using accepted methods, techniques and procedures. Work is reviewed upon task completion for quality and timeliness.

Physical Effort
Work is physically demanding involving walking, bending and lifting. Packaging and loading pack stock requires movement, lifting and holding heavy side packs. Trail maintenance activities requires use of hand tools, and involves cutting, digging, prying and lifting. Good physical stamina is required, with strength in arms, back and legs.  Backpacking with trail crew and/or weed crews may be required from time to time.

Working Conditions
Majority of work time is spent in the field, where the employee is subject to all types of weather conditions along with dirt, dust and other environmental hazards, including animals and insects. There are hazards from working with pack and saddle stock ranging from crushing, striking, biting, kicking and falling. There is the danger of wrenched, strained or pulled muscles from heavy lifting and moving of side packs, and while engaged in trail maintenance activities involving moving rocks, trees and other obstructions from the trail and while digging, prying and cutting as part of trail maintenance tasks. There is the danger of cuts, bruises and other similar injuries while working with tools.  Duty Station will be located at Big Creek Work Station.






ABOUT THE PAYETTE NATIONAL FOREST

The Payette National Forest contains some of Idaho’s most beautiful and diverse country.  Located north of Boise in west-central Idaho, the 2.3 million acre forest extends 100 miles west to east, from Hells Canyon to the Middle Fork of the Salmon River in the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness.  The forest stretches 70 miles between the Main Salmon River to the north and the Weiser River to the south. There are five Ranger Districts, approximately 200 permanent employees, and over 150 temporary seasonal employees during the summer field season.  The current Forest priorities are: 
Landscape Restoration focusing on working with collaborative groups to accomplish landscape-scale restoration in the Weiser River and Little Salmon watersheds, which will improve watershed function, habitat for wildlife, recreational opportunities, and reduce hazardous fuels, as well as provide local employment through stewardship contracting.  
Recreation Management supporting developed and dispersed recreation opportunities during both summer and winter seasons across the Forest, stewardship of the Payette’s portion of the Frank Church River of No Return Wilderness, and providing outstanding public service.
Rangeland Management managing for sustainable rangeland resources such as soil, water and native vegetation while administering livestock grazing permits and monitoring to maintain separation between domestic sheep and bighorn sheep during the grazing season.
Minerals Management of significant minerals projects and the numerous smaller minerals development projects.
Wildland Fire Preparedness including training and preparedness to manage wildland fire incidents on the Forest and across the country.  
We hope you will consider the Payette National Forest as your future home for career and recreation.  More information on the Payette National Forest is available at: www.fs.usda.gov/payette.
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McCall, located in Valley County, lies 100 miles north of Boise on State Highway 55.  Sitting at 5,000 feet, it occupies the south shore of beautiful Payette Lake.  The population swells from 2,700 to 10-20,000 in the summer during the peak of tourist season and in the winter during the annual Winter Carnival celebration.  Total snowfall is over 10 feet, allowing McCall to boast some of the best winter recreation in the state, with snowmobiling, sledding, Nordic and downhill skiing.  Brundage and Tamarack Resorts are within a short drive.  Summer is shorter than at lower elevations but is ideal, with daytime temperatures in the 70-80s, and a few days in the 90s.  Payette Lake provides plenty of swimming, boating, and fishing opportunities in the summer; a state park and adjacent Forest lands provide ample hiking, running and biking trails.  Sunshine is common in all seasons.   Access to the expansive and remote Frank Church-River of No Return Wilderness Area and Hells Canyon National Recreation Area and Wilderness are located nearby.  
McCall is a full-service community that fills most needs.  It has a regional hospital, an integrative health clinic, dentists, chiropractors, and optometrists.  McCall also has several service stations, two grocery stores, motels, banks, lumber yards, a variety of restaurants, coffee shops, a wide variety of shopping, daycare centers (including a Forest-sponsored daycare), a public and a private golf course and an airport.  Numerous churches are located in the surrounding area. 
The community has an excellent grade school, new middle school, a high school that serves both Donnelly and McCall, and an alternative school.  Numerous extra-curricular activities and electives are available.  There is a strong winter sports program, with both downhill and Nordic after school ski programs.  For more information: http://www.mdsd.org/   
The Payette National Forest Supervisor’s Office, McCall and Krassel Ranger District offices, Tanker Base, Payette Dispatch, McCall Smokejumper Base, and McCall Helibase are all located in McCall.  Government housing is available on a very limited basis. Average housing cost is in the $250,000 to $350,000 range.  Rentals are available from $900 to $1,200/month.
For more information about living the dream in McCall, visit these websites:

McCall Public Schools					St. Luke’s Hospital McCall
McCall Chamber of Commerce			City of McCall
Ponderosa State Park					The Star News
Brundage Mountain Resort				Little Ski Hill and Bear Basin Nordic Center
McCall Area Snowmobilers				Manchester Ice and Event Center
McCall Golf Club					McCall Wikipedia page
McCall weather averages

Communities close to McCall include New Meadows and Council to the southwest, Donnelly and Cascade to the south, and Riggins to the north.  All are within an hour’s drive of McCall.


Interested applicants should contact:
CONTACT 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Joshua T. Simpson Wilderness/Recreation Program Manager
 Payette National Forest Krassel Ranger District at 
208-634-0616 or jtsimpson@fs.fed.us.

For information about how to apply for a federal job, the salary, or job series, visit the 
US Office of Personnel Management website.
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